
Contributions 
 
The V&E Greenline could not survive without the loyal support of its 
contributors. The V&E Greenline is supported by those that use and cherish 
the trail. Over 150 generous contributors gave more than $13,000 in cash. 
However, the long-term survival of the V&E Greenline is dependent on even 
more trail users providing contributions.  
 
The annual contribution fundraiser will take place in March 2016 and 

brochures soliciting contributions will be distributed. Donations are an 

important major source of yearly funding. Maintenance on the V&E Greenline 
is funded by contributors who support the work of the volunteers. 

 

Expenses 
 
Every dollar raised by the V&E Greenline supports the trail. Trail maintenance 
includes mowing every two weeks during the summer, trimming the shrubs, 
disposing of garbage and litter, removing leaves at the Stationhouse, and 

weed-eating the banks. The costs to support maintenance are significant for 
gas and diesel fuel, insurance, garbage bags and repairs on power 
equipment. The V&E Greenline is a small nonprofit business and it deals with 
dozens of expenses that are barely covered by the available income. It will be 
a challenging financial year in 2016 as we manage entrances construction. 

 

City Funding for Entrances Construction 
  

The City of Memphis has funded construction of public improvements at eight 
trail entrances. The proposed work will provide crosswalks, trail warning 
signs for motorists, new sidewalks, and handicapped accessible entrances.  A 
special thank you to City Council members who were proactive in helping 
obtain these important funds and the City Bicycling Program Manager for 
managing the construction. 

 

Volunteers 
 
Volunteers help make the V&E Greenline sustainable. They manage the trail, 
work on finance, do planning, mowing, leaf and garbage pickup, coordinate 

volunteer groups, monitor facilities, and respond to problems. A total of 193 
volunteers worked 2,824 hours, which is the equivalent of 70 work weeks.  

 
There are many highlights of the volunteering. Mercy Hill Church planned and 
managed the V&E Artwalk Kid’s section using a large number of volunteers 
and also purchased materials such as banners. Two volunteers spent large 
amounts of time trimming the many trees between Auburndale St and 

University St.  Several volunteers and a volunteer group from Rhodes College 
worked on clearing overgrown ditches from Jackson Ave to Springdale St. 
Volunteers have been attending a number of public meetings that have 
helped the V&E Greenline plan new projects and obtain small grants.  
 
A thank you is due to the V&E Greenline Committee which manages the trail, 

does field work, and also financially contributes. However, the committee 
needs additional members and welcomes anyone who might want to 
volunteer.  
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V&E Artwalk Fundraiser 
 

The V&E Greenline held its annual V&E Artwalk which was 
a success with 70 booths, live music, food, kids’ area, a 
silent auction, and many attendees. The list of sponsors 
was impressive and they made it financially possible to 

stage the event. The V&E Artwalk had over 100 
volunteers help with the event. Proceeds were used to 
support the V&E Greenline Emergency Fund. Artwalk 
2016 will be held Saturday April 23 from 11:00 to 6:00 at 
the V&E Stationhouse, 1625 Tutwiler Ave.  
 

Stationhouse Walkway 
 
The V&E Greenline Stationhouse Walkway at 1625 

Tutwiler was completed with a donation by Keeler 
Ironworks of impressive artistic handrails and a metal 
V&E Greenline logo. A metal plaque fabricated by the 
Metal Museum recognizes the support by the Hyde Family 
Foundations, Ritchey Smith Associates, and Keeler 

Ironworks in the construction of the Walkway. 
 

Anniversary 

 
The V&E Greenline will be celebrating its twentieth 

anniversary in 2016. An anniversary poster will be 
selected from submitted work of competing artists. It will 
be unveiled and sold at the V&E Artwalk. More 
information is available about the history of the V&E 
Greenline on its website which also contains a timeline. 

Starting in 1996, the V&E Greenline converted the L&N 
rail corridor which served the Sears building (now called 

Crosstown Concourse) for many years. Keeler Ironworks 
built bridges in 2000 and 2003 which unified the trail and 
the V&E Stationhouse was built in 2006.  
 

Other News 
 

There were several awards given for service to the V&E 
Greenline. Jim Martin received the Dick Mochow Award as 
the V&E Greenline Volunteer of the year for his 
leadership, maintenance of the trail, and advice on 
planning several construction projects.  VECA also made 
awards to Paul Goldstein for his work on maintaining the 
trail, Angela Lamb for her work as a volunteer 

coordinator, Ritchie Smith for his planning of the V&E 
Stationhouse Walkway, and the Hyde Family Foundations 
in an award received by Lauren Taylor for their financial 
support of capital improvements. See photos to the right. 
 
An exercise station was built, the website was rebuilt by a 

volunteer due to hacking, 15 oak trees were planted and 
watered over the summer, a compost bin captured leaves 
to mulch the V&E Greenline gardens, a grant was 
received to install a security camera on the trail in 2016, 
and the V&E Greenline was on a panel of local trails at 
the Greenprint Summit. A survey of trail users at the 
summer Ice Cream Social showed a positive perception of 

the value of the V&E Greenline as a community asset, 
preservation of greenspace, and a place to exercise. 


