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V&E GreenlineTimeline 

 

1850 to 1870 

 Memphis & Charleston and Memphis and Ohio Railroad track was completed into Memphis from 

Louisville and Nashville and the rail line was later absorbed by the L&N Railroad. 

 

1980 to 1995 

 The L&N railroad abandoned the route in Vollintine Evergreen (1980) and the tracks and trestles 

were removed two years later. VECA expressed concern many times about the lack of 

maintenance by the railroad. 

 

1995 and 1996 

 The Greenways Task Force, the predecessor of the V&E Greenline Committee, had a Charrette to 

assess the abandoned railroad property and to plan future action. 

 The V&E Greenline was founded on November 11, 1996 through a purchase of the land from the 

railroad.  

 

1997 

 A state grant was provided to create a master plan that guided development of the V&E 

Greenline. Ritchie Smith, a prominent landscape architect, provided pro bono services in the 

development of a master plan.  

 

1998 

 The Greenline Committee was named the best Grassroots organization in the city by the Memphis 

Flyer. 

 A fundraising brochure was created and residents were solicited to support the Greenline. This 

has become the major form of support for the Greenline. 

 A state grant was received through the efforts of State Representative Carol Chumney for the 

purchase of a tractor and other equipment.  

 

2000 

 Lick Creek Bridge was installed with the construction being done by Keeler Ironworks, crane 

work by Barnhart Crane and Rigging, architectural work by Sean Fegette, engineering design by 

Matt Lowe, and management by Bill Rehberg. A Commercial Appeal article described the 

installation of the Lick Creek Bridge and a resident was quoted as saying this was a miracle of 

volunteerism.  

 The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development honored the V&E Greenline with a 

Best Practices Award. 

 

2003 

 Hurricane Elvis and its straight line winds decimated sections of the V&E Greenline trees and the 

adjacent Jackson Ave tree canopy. The V&E Greenline received 22 large trees from Memphis 

City Beautiful for planting on and adjacent to the V&E Greenline. Rhodes College Kappa Sigma 

Fraternity, Rhodes Friends of VECA, and Rhodes College Physical Plant assisted in moving and 

planting trees. 

 Keeler Bridge was trucked to its site by Barnhart Crane and Rigging and lifted onto the footings. 

Rob and Will Keeler supervised the installation. Rob Keeler said “We did it because it’s a great 

neighborhood coming up and it’s something we can contribute.” 
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2004 

 The Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation provided a grant for the Stationhouse project.  

Hershey Foods made a generous donation to the Stationhouse project because of the efforts of 

Hershey employee Bill Rehberg. It was a project of Youth Build, a construction training program 

involving VECA and the Correctional Center. The Stationhouse houses the V&E Greenline 

maintenance equipment. 

2005 

 Rails-to-Trails, the most prestigious organization in the field, honored the V&E Greenline as its 

Trail of the Month for March.  

 

2006 to 2010 

 V&E Greenline volunteers maintained the trail and managed the organization, while contributors 

provided funding for maintenance and supporting the organization.  All funds raised were used 

for the V&E Greenline. 

 

2011 

 Students in the Rhodes College sculpture class created a very visible public art project called the 

Big Kids on the West End of the V&E Greenline. 

 An informal study by the V&E Greenline estimated the value of volunteer hours, in-kind 

contributions and work, grants, and other productive activity from 1995 to 2011 was about 

$590,000. 

 AmeriCorps teams worked on a variety of V&E Greenline projects through 2011 to 2014. 

 

2012 

 The V&E Greenline Committee received a grant from Rhodes College Transforming 

Communities to develop a strategic plan. 

 The first V&E Greenline Artwalk attracted 40 artists selling their creations and many customers 

who were attracted to the event through social media. Support for the event was provided by 

Rhodes College, Memphis Arts Collective and AmeriCorps. 

 A survey using trail cameras showed an average-per-day of 178 trail users. Most users (54%) 

walked on the trail; 25% were runners; 17% were walking their dogs; 4% were bicyclers. Thus 

the estimated annual usage of the V&E Greenline was 64,970 persons. 

 

2013 

 Crosstown Arts celebrated MemFeast with a dinner and the donation of the “There are Fish in 

Lick Creek” sculpture by artist Jeannie Tomlinson Saltmarsh. Henry and Lynne Turley also 

provided funding for a musical play station sculpture. 

 The Hyde Family Foundations provided a grant to address trail and infrastructure problems which 

included building the V&E Stationhouse Walkway, painting the two bridges, adding gravel to the 

trail, and making several safety improvements. 

 

2014 

 The third V&E Greenline Artwalk was had 70 booths with artists displaying their work along 

with hundreds of visitors enjoying and art, food and drinks. The event had 90 volunteers who 

performed tasks such as managing the event, cleanup of the grounds, providing an area for 

children, and providing food. 

 The final report for the V&E Greenline Entrances Plan funded by Shelby County Greenprint was 

completed by Ritchie Smith Associates, although construction would be several years in the 

future. 
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 The V&E Stationhouse Walkway along with a water fountain was installed by Wagner General 

Contractors.  The water fountain has proved to be heavily used and has a bubbler, dog dish, and 

bottle filler. Funding for the Walkway was provided by the Hyde Family Foundations and 

planning was done by Ritchie Smith Associates. Keeler Ironworks donated artistic handrails 

along with a stunning metal logo that was placed on the V&E Greenline Stationhouse. 

 Scott McDermott received an award as the Dick Mochow V&E Greenline Volunteer of the Year 

and the V&E Greenline had a record number of 2,738 estimated volunteer hours in 2014. 

 

2015 

 Because of the efforts of City Council Members Kemp Conrad and Jim Strickland, the City of 

Memphis funded the proposed public improvements at eight entrances to the trail which will 

make the trail handicap accessible, replace sidewalks, add zebra striped crosswalks and install 

motorist warning signs construction expected in 2017. 

 The V&E Greenline held its fourth annual Artwalk which was both a creative and organizational 

success. It had 70 artist booths, live music, food vendors, kids’ games, and many people who 

attended.  Artwalk proceeds were deposited in an Emergency Fund for future storm damage to 

infrastructure and trees. 

 Volunteers installed an exercise station on the trail near Dickinson St. 

 Several people were honored with awards for their work in behalf of the V&E Greenline, 

including the Hyde Foundations—award accepted by Lauren Taylor, Paul Goldstein, Angela 

Lamb, and Jim Martin. 

 

2016 

 The V&E Greenline celebrated its twentieth anniversary. 

 A SkyCop camera was installed at McLean Blvd and the trail with financial help from 

contributors, the City of Memphis, and the Law Enforcement Foundation. 

 Large and small trees were planted and they survived because of the efforts of volunteers. 

 Eighteen Rhodes College students through its Day of Service did a cleanup of the West End of 

the V&E Greenline. 

 

2017 

 Thirty students and chaperones from KIPP Academy cleaned up the V&E Stationhouse grounds 

for the upcoming V&E Artwalk. 

 Storms which hit midtown did serious damage to the trail with trees and limbs falling onto the 

trail. Volunteers cleared the debris and it was removed by the City of Memphis. 

 The V&E Greenline honored MLGW employee Cecil Barrett for his assistance in maintaining 

MLGW—owned greenspaces adjacent to the V&E Greenline. 

 City of Memphis construction started in December on the V&E Greenline entrances with 

completion expected in early 2018. 

 The sixth annual V&E Artwalk was delayed one day because of storms, but was a success even 

with the changed date.  A highlight of the event was an art competition along with awards for 

students at Vollentine School and Snowden School. The Memphis Arts Collected was a sponsor 

for the six consecutive year and there were a total of 17 total sponsors. The proceeds of the event 

were used to purchase a needed Cyclone Leaf Blower for trail maintenance and the remainder 

was deposited in the V&E Greenline Emergency Fund. 
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